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CHRISTMAS 

SPECIAL 
Christmas 2020 looks like it will 

be one to remember, but 

probably for all the wrong 

reasons. Hopefully you will 

have managed to find a way of 

getting all your family and 

loved ones together over the 

festive period. Paul Thirkettle 

and his staff were doing all 

they could to open the club so 

you could pop in and celebrate 

and admire the new look, but 

sadly the change to Tier 3 has 

put a stop to that! 

 

We need to put this year 

behind us and hit the ground 

running in 2021. We can still 

salvage something from the 

rest of the season and at the 

very least can kick-start the 

fund raising for the extension. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beccehamian News 

 
 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
 

 
 

As Covid 19 looks like it has scuppered any chance of a kids’ Christmas party this 

year, we have dug into the archives to bring you greetings from Christmas Past; 

but what year is it and who are Santa’s helpers? Answers at the end of the 

newsletter.  

 

WE HAVE CONTACT 

 
Having slid down a snake at the start of Lockdown 2, we have now climbed 

back up the ladder and come out at Stage E on the RFU Roadmap! That means 

the return of 15 a side contact rugby, albeit with some temporary variations. 

There will be no scrums or mauls, knock-ons and forward passes being 

restarted with a free kick. There will be line-outs of between 5-7 players but 

the ball must be played immediately. There will be tackling and rucking.  Not 

quite the real thing but a vast improvement on R4R and hopefully our front 

five forwards will return. 

 

The RFU have already cancelled league rugby for the season which is a shame 

but it means that our men and ladies remain in London 2 and National 1 
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250 CLUB 
 

The 250 club is one of the 

club’s biggest earners and pays 

out four monthly prizes of 

£300, £200 and 2 x £100 and 

two annual prizes of £2,500 

and a whopping £5,000. 

Entry to the club is only £120 a 

year and the good news is 

there are still a few numbers 

available. Why not support the 

club and have a chance of 

winning the big one!! Contact 

Angela and Jules on 

beccehamian250club@yahoo.c

om and buy your number now. 

This year’s grand annual draw 

will take place on Saturday 19th 

December at 11am. Sadly there 

will be no drinks or nibbles and 

the draw will be done via Zoom 

to ensure fair play. See website 

for details here. 

 

THE NEW 

GOVERNOR 
 

Congratulations to Lee Harding 

who has passed the promotion 

exam for Inspector. He will now 

be referred to in the local 

paper as “Top Cop”. He joins 

legends like Gordon Briggs, 

Pete Thurlow, Herby Castle and 

Ian Anderson in the Beccs 

senior officers club. I shall have 

to dig out some brown gloves 

for Lee. Well done, Guv. 

 

 

 

 

 

respectively - and will probably come top if the tables are shown in 

alphabetical order! To add some competitive bite, the RFU have arranged for 

clusters of teams to play the adapted game. If this happens, we have been 

grouped with Beckenham, Charlton Park, Dartfordians, Alleynians and 

Colfeians for the men and Battersea Ironsides, Blackheath2 and Streatham and 

Croydon for the ladies. Coach David Sia is considering his options but has 

arranged a warm up game for the 1st and 2nd team squads against Warlingham 

in January. Watch out for more information in the New Year.  

Meanwhile let’s get as many players back training as soon as possible. It is 

back on for senior men on Monday and Wednesday at 7.30 and on Tuesday 

and Thursday for the Ladies. The men got together for a round robin R4R 

session on Saturday 5 December. A great turn out, 60+ players, young and 

oldish, and a good run around. The winning captain is shown below with his 

squad. 

 

 

mailto:beccehamian250club@yahoo.com
mailto:beccehamian250club@yahoo.com
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/beccehamian-rfc-250-club-grand-annual-draw--saturday-19-december-2020-2590223.html
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/beccehamian-rfc-250-club-grand-annual-draw--saturday-19-december-2020-2590223.html
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JACK PETCHEY 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD     

NOVEMBER 2020  

 

EMILY KWAI 
 

Another of our girls wins the 

award this month, this time 

from the U18 squad. This is 

what her coach, Anthony 

Kempster, had to say about 

her; 

Emily joined the club in the 

summer having only started to 

play at school last year. A 

talented athlete, she is 

competitive and uses her natural 

talent to good effect. She 

struggled at first with some of the 

physical aspects of the game but 

has worked hard and now looks 

much more comfortable. She is a 

quick learner and is always 

looking to improve. A good squad 

member she is always willing to 

help the coaches set up and clear 

up at the end of a session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 
 

We have now come to a suitable compensation agreement with our landlord and land 

owner, London Borough of Bromley, for the removal of the Field 

Maple tree located where we wish to extend. As a result, LBB will now 

consent to our extension, subject to agreement on a revised Lease for the club house 

and pitches. Getting these LBB approvals is a major hurdle which has now been 

overcome and enables us to progress a number of activities; both building construction 

and in exploring fund raising avenues and grant applications. 

 

In association with this, the Executive Committee have requested that our Lease be 

revised, to be for 50 years from the time of extension completion (current Lease 

expires in 2032) and our LBB Landlord is in agreement and supportive of this request. 

This will enable us to secure our tenure and investment in the club 

house and the use of the pitches for the long term. We are now in the 

process of engaging with LBB Legal and Property departments to discuss the 

next stages and to renegotiate our current Lease.   

 

Next year will see a step change in activity as we complete agreements and move into 

design and construction. The most important action for 2021 will be to begin 

fundraising in earnest. 

 

Nigel Putner 

 

 

ARE YOU PAID UP? 

 
Despite the lack of competitive rugby, most members have paid their 

subscription for the season; which is really important as we still have bills to pay 

as well as all the costs for the refurbishment. The new bar system will make it 

easy to check on defaulters so, if you have not yet paid, do it soon to avoid being 

on the naughty list. 

It seems though, that a few tardy payers are not a new problem. The first 

minutes of the club in August 1933 record that “only a few members had paid 

and some only half!!” – and in those days it was only 5 shillings a year (25 

pence).  

Fast forward to 1981 and these words from the Treasurer; “Every subscription 

not paid is a straight loss to the club. That is why my alter ego, Kessler, has been 

so active this season to the point of downright rudeness in pinning down the 

jibbers. “It worked though, by the end of the season only three players from six 

teams had not paid their £12 subs.  

Lee Harding is taking on responsibility for senior membership and will be 

working with Cheryl Reid to chase up those players and social members whose 

fees are still outstanding. I would pay up now if I were you!  

(details of membership available on website here) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/a/membership--subscriptions-20202021-15229.html
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UPDATE FROM 

MATRON 

 
Martyn Baker is much 

improved and out of hospital ; 

Ian Douglas has survived 

Covid and is back to his 

walking regime. 

 

Clive Putner  is recovering 

well from his pulmonary 

embolism but is now in the 

Covid high risk category; he is 

unashamedly using his 

convalescence to get Nigel to 

paint his house for him!  

  

Barry Bryant is awaiting a 

further course of treatment 

but they will not start until he 

is sufficiently hydrated. Barry 

apparently needs to drink 

more!! 

 

We wish them all well and a 

speedy recovery. 

 

Meanwhile, Matron has put a 

temporary stop on the Old 

Boys Curry Munchers Club as 

it was playing havoc with 

their constitutions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE BECKENHAM AND PENGE ADVERTISER 
29 MARCH 1958 
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FROM THE PHYSIOS 
BENCH 

Pat Reffell is well on the way to 
recovery after his knee operation 
and hopes to be back in training 
soon; 

Jordan Souter has a new shoulder 
which will hopefully improve his 
tackling! He has been seen running 
regularly which is more than can be 
said for his brother; 

Callum Buckler recently had knee 
surgery as well, but one leg is now 
shorter than the other as they had 
to borrow a bit of hamstring to 
finish the job; 

Max Lipka has also had his knee 
repaired and is threatening to play 
again soon. Well you can’t have 
everything. 

Good luck guys, don’t rush back. You 
have age on your side.  Max, you 
better hurry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHELSEA PENSIONERS COMPLETE CHARITY WALK  

2.5M STEPS FOR A GOOD CAUSE 

 

 
 Nick Clark takes a well-earned rest having walked with a few of the “Old and Bold” to 

raise money for the Royal British Legion, who lost out heavily as Covid affected their 

Remembrance Day collections. Together they walked a whopping 2,500,000 steps 

around the grounds of the Royal Hospital. The club has made a donation but they 

deserve more so please give generously to the link below. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-
clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-
clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207. 

“Your support is always appreciated.” 

Nick Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207
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THE MAKINGS 

OF AN 

ALICKADOO 

 

Nigel Putner 
 

Exec position: Hon Treasurer 2017 - 

current 

Other Positions: Beccehamian RFC 

Ltd – Director; Vice President; 

Leading the Club house Extension 

project  

 

Previous positions held:  A XV 

Captain 1990 –; Entertainment Sec 

1997-2000; Mini & Youth Coach 

(1999 – 2010); Mini Chairman 

(2002-04); Youth Chairman (2005 – 

07); Bromley District & Kent Coach 

(2004 – 15); and Referee. 

 

Highest Honour: Awarded RFU VIP 

award in 2004 by Kent RFU for 

services to rugby. 

 

Nickname: Wibbly (... Wobbly – 

Kempy started it and it comes from 

my attempt at late Friday night 

dancing on my 1st Mini rugby tour in 

1999 as U7s coach – but I didn’t fall 

down despite the vast consumption 

of alcohol involved!)  

1st involvement with club: Probably 

Sept 1962, I don’t remember much – 

I’d only just been born a few weeks 

before that Season started! Clive 

(father and current President was 

probably playing and I was probably 

handed over to someone). 

 

Teams: Colts, 1st, A, Ex A, B, Ex B, 

Ex B2, C, and Vets 

Playing position: Mainly on the 

wing, but then scrum half or 

anywhere in the back line as I got 

older; played every position at a 

PLAYER PROFILE 1 

 
Name: Sarah “Abbs” Abbot 

 

Position: Loose Head Prop / Hooker 

 

Length of time playing rugby: 20 seasons 

 

Best Rugby Memory: This has to be being part of winning the league twice (2014 and 

2019) 

 

Why did you start playing rugby?  

I originally got asked to play by a friend who already played for Beccs Ladies. I was 

quite overweight and unfit when I started my first season - sit-ups were certainly a 

challenge let's say! After a few months of training, my team mates believed that I 

found my ‘Abbs’ hence my name 😉 

I gave up 14 years of classically trained singing in an amazing church choir to play 

rugby. As hard as this was to give up I knew that I wanted to try something new and 

get out of my comfort zone. 

 

Why do you recommend playing rugby?  

Having joined Beccs, being part of a team is one of the best decisions that I ever made 

and something that I will never regret. Not only do I have another family, found a 

sport that I love to watch as well as play, but I've also have made some amazing and 

lifelong friends. 

 

How have you been keeping entertained during lockdown? Taking part in Zoom 

quizzes (still no wiser ha!), cooking new meal ideas and decorating 

 

Favourite lockdown workout? I’ve lacked a lot of motivation since being in quarantine 

but set myself a challenge to try and do a couple of jogs a week in my local park 

 

Favourite lockdown drink: Iced coffee and Gin 
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Senior level except front five – I’m 

not that stupid. 

1st Senior game: 1979 C’s away to 

Dartfordians C’s (respective 7th 

teams). 

Number of Senior appearances: Over 

650 matches 

Last 1st XV game: Nov 2007 v 

Weybridge Vandals (age 45! – 1st 

XV Captain was desperate!) we lost. 

Last game: January 2016 – came on 

for last 10 minutes A XV v 

O.Alleynians in an attempt to play 

with my son, Matt, one final time 

before he went off to Australia for 2 

years – however, it only lasted 10 

seconds as Matt got yellow carded 

for a high tackle and persistent team 

penalties (was also my funniest 

moment on a rugby pitch). A quite 

word with the referee allowed this to 

be a very short 10 mins in the bin 

and he got back on for us to play a 

few mins together. It cost him!!!  

 

Most disappointing moment: Having 

scored 20 tries in 24 matches in the 

1988/9 season I was still only the 4th 

or 5th top try scorer and even my 

brother scored 2 more than me as 

well! I think Nick Brooks won it 

with 25 or 26 tries that season. 

 

Proudest Moment: Coach of U17s 

side – Kent Bowl semi-final 2009 – 

absolutely stuffed Beckenham RFC 

who had a number of ringers playing 

for them. Culmination of 10 years of 

coaching the squad, not the most 

important game we played, but 

meant a lot at the time for a number 

of reasons. 

Best Memories: Too many to 

mention, as it’s what being part of 

Beccs give you, but all of the Mini 

tours and the Coaches matches vs 

whatever opposition and especially 

the Youth/Academy Tour to Cork in 

April 2006 – Unforgettable and 

brilliant. 

BYE BYE BECKY 

 

 
Thursday saw the last training session for Becky Jones, one of our fantastic back-row, 

as she is leaving for pastures new in sunny Gloucestershire. Becky has always played 

consistently well as back row or even in her stints at full back and hooker over the 

past season. Thank you for your commitment and kindness, any rugby club will be 

very lucky to have you and we will all miss you a lot! 
 

We are already looking forward to a weekend tour to Wales, any excuse for a night 

out🍻🍻🏉 

 

Mel Graham 
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THE BECCS RUGBY POD 

Have you listened to the club’s very 

own podcast yet? If not you are 

missing out. The creation of club 

stalwarts Speedy and Foggy, this is 

fast moving up the list of most 

listened to pods on Spotify. 

Twelve episodes in, we have heard 

from former captains Mary and 

Victoria, new captains Rhi and Paul 

and legends like Kempy, Tasty and 

Paul the bar! (all episodes available 

on website link here) 

Older members may wonder at these 

new innovations but basically, they 

sit in a pod and cast things – 

amazing. They even had time to run 

a club quiz on Zoom. 

Thanks Speedy and Foggy. 

Use the link below to listen to the 

one with the Barman. 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/becceha

mianrfc/news/the-beccs-rugby-pod-

episode-12--the-one-with-the-barman-

2585159.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAYER PROFILE 2 

 
• Name/Nickname: = Bella Travers / Green Giant (U13s) 

 
• Age: = 12  

 

• Position/Shirt Number := 4 / 5 2nd row 

 

• When did you start playing rugby= 2016 

 

• When did you join Beccs= 2014 

 

• What is your favorite moment playing for Beccs= IOW Rugby Tour 2019 and getting to 

know all the girls 

 
Teammates  

 

• Who is the most vocal in training/leadership= Sasha Spain 

 

• Who is the toughest team mate= Sasha Spain 

 

• Who is the most improved player= Lexi Goodard 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/a/beccs-rugby-pod-59804.html
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/a/beccs-rugby-pod-59804.html
https://beccehamians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de7b37d0e0c144878503c4192&id=842f1d4c22&e=adbd7af110
https://beccehamians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de7b37d0e0c144878503c4192&id=842f1d4c22&e=adbd7af110
https://beccehamians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de7b37d0e0c144878503c4192&id=842f1d4c22&e=adbd7af110
https://beccehamians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de7b37d0e0c144878503c4192&id=842f1d4c22&e=adbd7af110
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WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU 

This is your newsletter and we want 

to hear from you. There are 

Beccehamians all over the UK, in 

fact all over the world. As we go into 

2021 and start working on our plans 

for the extension, we need to harness 

the combined power of our extended 

family. 

We want to know where you and 

what you are up to. That way we can 

use the newsletter to keep you up to 

date with progress and connect you 

with old friends. 

Get in touch using the email address 

below. You can also use this to pay 

your subs!! 

beccsmembership@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

MORE CHRISTMAS IDEAS 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the club shop. It’s been great to see so 

many members supporting the club. 

 

Please note that all playing kit (shorts and playing shirts), can still be purchased online 

via supersport.co.uk, however all other items of merchandise will only be available 

through Sarah in our club shop. 

 

We are pleased to announce that we now have a number of new clothing items and 

accessories in stock including hoodies, t-shirts, training tops and boot bags along with 

other great gift items such as hats, pens, water bottles, cuff links etc 

 

If there are any items you are interested in please do contact Sarah for more details. 

sarahe-harding@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:beccsmembership@gmail.com
mailto:sarahe-harding@hotmail.co.uk
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WHO ARE THEY? 
 

Did you recognise them? From the left; 

• The Duck – Robin Entwistle; 

• The Bear – Justin Ellis; 

• The snowman – Rupert Chitty; 

• The Chicken – Martin Hennessy. 

The year? No idea, probably 1989/90. Perhaps one of the lads remembers – let 
us know. 

Father Christmas is of course real and played himself!! 
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